( ) 

In quibufdam faltem a Tulpianis Hiftoriis fupra 
citatis difFert haec noftra: neque enim aliquid matri 
praegnanti negatum neque vel fe I&u aut Foetutn Ima- 
ginatione lseferat unquam, neque Spina hujus Infantis 
bifida aut lacera : quinetiam nec os facrum folidum,nec 
Pedes contrados 5 C immotos meminitTulpius. Quando- 
quidem ergo fingulare quidhabeat haec noftra Hiftoria, 
hanc ego tranfcripfi. 


II. An Account of the Imperial Salt-works of S6owar 
in Upper Hungary, tranflated from the High- 
dutch of Erneft Bruckman of the Academy of 
Brunfwick, M. D. communicated by Sir Hans 
Sloane. 

S Oowar is an Hungarian Word (which fignifies in 
German Salt-burg) compofed of So, which is to 
fay Salt, and Wa, which fignifieth Burgh or Town. 
It is a large Village, about a Qiiarter of a Mile from 
Eper, a City of the County of Sadr entirely peopled 
with Officers of the Excife, and Miners or Wood-cut¬ 
ters, and is fituated on the Summit of a little Hill, 
with an agreeable Profped. 

The 16th of July 17x4, we came from Rofena'W 
to Soowdr with Dr. Peeking Phyfician to the City and 
County, to view this celebrated Salt-work, which fur- 
niffies the fineft and moft pure Salt of the whole King¬ 
dom. We communicated our Intention to an Officer 
of the Salt-works, and having asked his Leave to go 
into the Cuts, he gave us two Guards for Guides. We 
firft defeended with them into-the Well by a Rope, 
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feated on Leathern Dogs (as they term it) about forty 
Fathom deep; after which we again defcended one hun¬ 
dred Fathom,by holding ourfelves perpendicularly againft 
the Wall and Sides of the Wells; and having again 
continued our Journey under Ground in the Salt-work, 
we then found ourfelves in the Cuts, and faw all the 
Allies cut in the fineft Rock-Salt ; in the midft of 
which there were here and there fome Veins of Flint 
of a dark Grey. The Miners work to cut this Rock- 
Salt, which they draw up by a Rope, and put it into 
a Refervoir, where they cleanfe it with Salt-water. 
They boil it afterwards with the fame Water, until it 
becomes of the Confluence of Cryftal, and then put 
it into Veffels, which contain about i68tb. Weight each, 
and then fend it into S'tlefia and other Countries. 

In regard to the Vegetable or Fofil Salt, it is ex- 
treamly white and transparent; it is in fuch Plenty in 
the Salt-works of the County of Marmar near Tran- 
Jylvania., where there are large Mountains entire of 
Salt, that one might furnifh the whole World, in re¬ 
gard to the great Quantity; as alfo, becaufe as foon 
as you cut it, it grows again a-new in a very (hort 
Time. They break and cut it, and although it ap¬ 
pear at firft black, neverthelefs in pounding it becomes 
extreamly white : And fo it is with that which they 
ufe themfelves in Hungary (for they fend all the Salt 
of Sdowar into Foreign Countries.) You find almoft 
in every Inn, two Stones like to thofe ufed to make 
Muftard, between which they pound and break that 
Sort of Rock-Salt; and one finds alfo in their Stables, 
large Pieces of that Mineral, which the Cattle lick at 
Pleafure. 
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But to return to the Salt of Sdowar, one finds fome- 
times in the Cuts, Allies of Rock-Salt of the mod 
delicate blue and yellow Colours: We obferved, that 
of the firft Colour being expofed to the Sun for fome 
Days, loft entirely all that beautiful Ultra Marine, 
and became white as the other Rock-Salt, which did 
not happen to the Yellow, which preferved its Colour; 
but when you pound them both together, the Salt was 
neither Blue nor Yellow, but produced a Salt extream- 
ly White. 

Melijfantes in his new Geography, Page xi8, 
fpeaking of Salt-works, which the Spaniards have in 
Catalonia , fays, that there is Rock-Salt, the Colour 
of which is fo diverfified, that it comes near the Rain¬ 
bow, in having green, red, yellow, and blue Colours, 
but that by firft preparing, and then grinding it, it 
became white. The fame Thing happened alfo to the 
red Rock-Salt of Saltsburg , which being pounded 
became White. 

There is in this Mine one very remarkable Thing, 
that is, a Chapel, which is able eafily to contain a 
hundred People, cut in the Rock-Salt, with an Altar, 
a Pulpit, a Sacrifty, Chairs, and Forms cut in the fame 
Rock. They celebrate once every Year, the Week af¬ 
ter the Epiphany , Divine Service in this Chapel. It is 
always a Jefuite of Eper who preaches the Sermon. 
This Service was founded for the Officers of the Excife, 
and the Miners. 

There is in thefe Cuts, four Fountains of Salt Wa¬ 
ter, which they put into Buckets made of Buffalo’s 
Skins fewed together, and draw it up by an Engine 
worked by Horfes, and convey it by Pipes into the 
Boilers, where they put the Rock-Salt to diffolve, 
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which they afterwards boil till it becomes like Cry- 
ftal. By exprefs Mandates of the Emperor, no one 
can fell that Fofil Salt, neither can the Hungarians 
employ it for their own Ufe, much lefs drive any 
Trade in it, but they boil it all,,and export it into fo¬ 
reign Countries. 

They find here alfo a Sort of Cryftalized Salt, like 
to the Cruft flicking to the Pipes of Wood : The Mi¬ 
ners call it Salt of Cryftal j it is very white and tran- 
Iparent, but this appeared to us, nothing elfe but Salt 
falling Drop by Drop in its Paifage in the Pipes, and 
fo cryftallizing, which they eafily alfo feparate. 

But that which is rnoft curious and remarkable in 
thefe fubterraneous Folfes, are the Flowers of Salt 
which grow as the Beard of a Goat, with this Differ¬ 
ence only, that thefe here are much whiter, and much 
finer. One cannot enough admire thefe Vegetables, 
yet one cannot find them, in all the Cuts, nor at all 
Times, but they appear and grow according to the 
Temperature of the Seafons, which in thofe Parts is 
very wholefome, and without any thing noxious. 
Thefe Sort of Plumes of Salt are very brittle, they 
melt alfo in moift Places, and diffolve into an evapora¬ 
ted Oil, but are neverthelefs the raoft pure Salt, the 
fineft, the moft acid, the molt white, and moft beauti¬ 
ful j fo that it is not without Reafon they have gi¬ 
ven it the Name of Flower of Salt. 

The Salt of Sdovodr is efteemed the beft of all 
Hungary , the greateft Part of which they export in¬ 
to Silejia , Moravia, and Bohemia , and the Hunga¬ 
rians dare not ufe any of it themfelves, under Pain 
of Banilhment. They make every Year about 50,000 
Tun, every Tun containing 2681b. but by an Or- 
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donnance of his Imperial Majefty, they will hencefor¬ 
ward boil about 100,000 Tun, which they will ex¬ 
port as the other. Martin Zeiler> in his Defcription 
of the Kingdom of Hungary , Pag. 119, makes but 
flight Mention of thefe rich Salt-works. 

In fine, we faw at Neufol , at Mr. De Nefzerns, 
Receiver of the Emperor’s Rents, a Statue of Rock- 
Salt as large as Life, which ferves as the Barometer of 
'Neufol \ for when it begins to fweat, or grow rnoift, 
it prefages Rain, or wet Weather j but when it is dry, 
you may certainly promife yourfelf fettled fair. 

After having employed three Hours to view thefe 
Salt-works, we afcended again by the upper Open¬ 
ing, by a common Rope, and returned to Eper, where 
we were civilly entertained by Mr. c fopprerer y one 
of the moft knowing Men in all Hungary , Rettor 
of the Lutheran Academy, who underftands and fpeaks 
ten Languages in Perfection. 


III. The natural Hiftory of Cochineal $ being an 
Account of a entituled, Hiftoire naturelle 
de la Cochinelle juftifiee par des Docu- 
mens authentiques Amfterdam, 172?. iBy 
W. Rutty, M. T>. % S. Seen 

A Difpute arifing betwixt the Author {Melchior 
de la Ruufcher) and a Friend, concerning the 
Subfiance of Cochineal, the one maintaining it to 
be a fmall Animal, the other the Fruit, or Grain of 
a Plant, the Author took the Pains to procure from 
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